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1. At a nesting « Austrian Cormnist Party Central Committee and Vienna 

| ‘Bezirk leaders of 21 September 1948, Jose? Lauseher annonneed that lack of 
initiative and poor leadership in the Communist Party Central Committee had 
necessitated the forration of a Cormittee of Three (Dreier Komitee) to make 
the final decisions for the Executive Committee of the Central Committee when 
unanimous decisions cannot be reached. Lauscher introduced the members of 
the committee, but only Sraunsteiner was ‘dentified. Comrent: 25X1A 
Previous mentions of Braunsteiner are contained in )25X1A 
The other two are believed to. be foreimers, ronsibly Russians. Ine of then 
read a sneech in very bad German. 


2. lLauscher stated that te Party had nade some sertous errors of late and had 
done little to rectify them, He nlaced the blame on the leaders, who, he 
stated, are not sufficiently radical and have no revolutionary experience. 

‘le castirated the Party leadership for failing to take full advantaze of the 
opportunities for revolutionary action afforded them by the recent wace price 
agreenents, le accused Party officials at all levels of a lack of interest 

in Tarty affairs, of seeking personal advantage, and of nationalien, le said 
that all those who are at fault, pointing out that there yore many, must recog- 
nize their faults and submit to Party discipline. Lauscher aided that the Cen- 
tral Cormittee will soon sereen all Bezirk and Sa'ction officials ani concluded 
by sayine that Soviet troops are to ba withdrawn from Korea because the fovern= 
nent is "firmly in the hands of the reople'. He predicted that the sane wuld 
soon happen in Germany, tut that the Soviets might have to remain in Austria 
for a lone time because the Party has made such a poor shoving, 
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